





 







































 
 








































 







































 
 



































Remember Our 
Troops

Visit us at
www.njnyvfa.org

        Also on 






 







































 
 



































NJ & NY Volunteer Firemen’s 
Association

Please go to the NJ & NY Volunteer 
Firemen’s Association website njnyvfa.org 
for many excellent Firefighting Traininng 
Articles and Videos.  Just look under the 

heading 
TRAINING-STAY SMART, STAY SAFE.

Volume 54 No. 5  Official Publication of the NJ & NY Volunteer Firemen’s Association  May 2016

103 Years of Service to Volunteer FiremenPatronize Our Advertisers
They Support Your Orgranization

Pat Boselli (201) 967-5999

BOSELLI HARDWOOD FLOORING
“Let us Floor You”

REFINING, STAINING, INSTALLATION & REPAIR

FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES
Member New Milford Fire Department & NJ/NY

ALAN SILVER MUSICS
“Music Designed With You In Mind”

Weddings, Dinners, Dances, Parties
For Music With A Personal Touch

SPECIAL PRICES FOR FIREFIGHTERS

Call 201-265-7165                  Fully Insured
        201-805-6857

From the President’s Pen...  

•	 		During	the	month	of	May,	we	celebrate	 those	of	our	members	who	have	answered	their	final	alarm	
during	the	past	12	months.	To	these	members	we	offer	our	final	salute	at	our	gathering	at	the	Bergen	
County	Fire	Academy	on	the	15th.	And	let	us	never	forget	all	of	those	who	have	gone	before	us.

•	 Looking	forward	to	our	Annual	Convention	in	Haworth.	More	information	can	be	found	elsewhere	in	
this	newsletter.

																																																																																																																																																			
Hope to see you at each of these events. Stay Safe................Bill

CONVENTION NOTICE
June 3, 2016 New Jersey & New York Volunteer Firemen’s Association Convention

Please note the date is Friday JUNE 3rd not June 5th as in a previous issue. It will be 
held at Sacred Heart School, 102 Park Ave., Haworth, NJ 07641.  The convention is 
almost upon us and we hope everyone has reserved the date.  The convention will 
start at 8 pm.

From the GSP take Oradell Ave. East to the end and then make a left and follow the 
road around, onto Sunset Ave., to the end and make a left. Sacred Heart School is on 
your left after you pass the traffic light. 

EARN $100 CASH  IN 3 STEPS

1. SECURE A NEW LOCATION FOR A CLOTHING BIN
2. OBTAIN A SIGNED CONTRACT WITH THE PROPERTY OWNER
3. RECEIVE $100 CASH IN 30 DAYS
4. CONTACT BOB AITKEN AT (201) 481-8622 FOR DETAILS.



FF CHARLES CAPORELLI, MAYWOOD, NJ FD  
  Listings of deceased members is published based on their last address on record and may not be the same as the town in which they served.

The	officers	and	members	of	the	NJ	&	NY	Volunteer	Firemen’s	Association	extend	their	deepest	
sympathy	to	the	families	of	our	departed	members:

Upcoming Meetings and Events
Membership Meetings-Last Friday of the Month

*Unless otherwise noted

2016
May 15    MEMORIAL SERVICE (2 pm)
                Bergen County Fire Academy
  281-291Campgaw Rd., Mahwah, NJ
NO Membership meeting in May
June 3    Convention-Haworth Fire Dept. 
 8PM              Sacred Heart School
               102 Park Ave., Haworth, NJ 
September 30  Elmwood Park FD, Defender Eng. Co 2 
  70 Parkview Ave., Elmwood Park, NJ 

October 28   Blauvelt Fire Co. 1
  548 Western Hwy., Blauvelt, NY 
November 18**  New Milford Co. No. 2
  680 Trenton St., New Milford, NJ
December   NO MEETING - MERRY CHRISTMAS 
  HAPPY HANUKKAH 

**1 week early due to Thanksgiving

ALL MEETINGS START AT 8:00 PM

Rockland’s Water - Our Most Precious Resource

Friends,
There	are	good	reasons	why	water	has	been	called	the	most	precious	resource:	without	it	there	are	no	communities,	
no	businesses,	no	people,	no	life.	

Here	in	Rockland	we	are	blessed	with	several	water	sources,	including	water	from	deep	underground	and	
water	that	collects	in	reservoirs.
	
The people of Rockland deserve safe, clean, affordable water and we will take strong measures to protect our supply.	

That’s	why	 I	have,	 in	coordination	with	Water	Task	Force	Chairperson	Legislator	Harriet	Cornell,	directed	 the	Task	
Force	on	Water	Resources	Management	 to	ascertain	not	only	why	we	were	 just	 told	 that	water	supplied	by	Suez,	
formerly	United	Water,	failed	to	meet	stringent	federal	standards,	but	also	what	we	can	do	differently	to	ensure	our	
drinking	water	is	100	percent	safe.
	
Higher	than	normal	concentrations	of	THM	(trihalomethane)	were	found	in	tap	water	in	the	Haverstraw	area	that	came	
from	Lake	Deforest,	our	primary	reservoir.	We	understand	that	THM	is	a	byproduct	of	disinfectants	that	must	be	used	
to	make	sure	our	water	is	safe.	But	that	does	not	assuage	our	concerns.
	
We	deserve	to	know	exactly	why	these	levels	exceeded	the	guidelines	set	by	the	Safe	Drinking	Water	Act.	And	the	fact	
that	your	county	government	merely	acts	as	agent	for	federal	regulations	makes	finding	that	information	much	more	
difficult.
	
When	did	Suez	first	learn	about	the	elevated	levels?	How	and	why	did	it	happen?	Why	did	it	take	one	month	to	inform	
customers?

Did	New	York	State	handle	the	matter	in	an	efficient	and	timely	manner?	Are	the	current	guidelines	of	water	quality	
and	safety	set	by	the	Federal	Environmental	Protection	Agency	still	applicable?
	
These	are	the	questions	I	hear	from	many	of	you	and	we	all	want	answers.

And I want those answers not just for myself but like many of you also for our children and grandchildren.
	
But	just	as	importantly,	we	want	assurances	that	this	violation	won’t	happen	again.

Safe,	affordable	water	is	directly	linked	to	our	goal	of	preserving	a	high	quality	of	life	in	Rockland,	as	well	as	
attracting	business	and	development	to	the	county,	which,	along	with	righting	Rockland’s	fiscal	ship	are	my	
administration’s	key	priorities.	It	is	also	our	life	blood.
	
This	most	recent	incident	at	Suez	is	part	of	the	reason	for	the	creation	of	the	Task	Force	on	Water	Resources	
Management.	
	
When	I	signed	the	resolution	in	June,	2014	creating	the	new	task	force,	Rockland	residents	and	elected	officials	
were	in	the	midst	of	a	battle	with	Suez	over	the	company’s	plans	to	build	a	desalinization	plant	to	treat	water	from	
the	Hudson	River	so	it	could	be	used	for	drinking.
	
We	said	-	and	the	Public	Service	Commission	agreed	-	that	the	$150	million	plant	was	not	necessary	and	would	
needlessly	add	to	the	already	high	water	bills	that	we	pay.
	
The	task	force	was	formed	with	the	goal	of	reducing	water	demand	through	conservation	to	show	that	our	current	
water	supply	is	adequate	without	the	additional	of	an	expensive	desalinization	plant.
	
Now	the	county	and	the	task	force	needs	to	work	together	to	make	sure	that	the	water	we	drink	and	bathe	our	
children	in	remains	safe,	clean	and	affordable.
	
The	Rockland	Department	of	Health	is	responsible	for	oversight	of	the	county’s	public	water	suppliers,	including,	of	
course,	Suez.
	
And,	in	fact,	it	was	regular	water	quality	testing	that	revealed	the	elevated	THM	levels.
	
Both	Suez	and	the	state	Department	of	Health	were	notified	and	a	risk	assessment	was	done	to	determine	what	
effect,	if	any,	the	elevated	THM	levels	could	have	on	the	health	of	people	drinking	the	water.
	
Good	news:	there’s	no immediate health risk	even	though	the	THM	levels	exceeded	federal	standards	by	a	small	
margin.
	
The	Rockland	County	Department	of	Health	will	continue	to	watch	the	situation	and	ensure	that	Suez	takes	action	to	
bring	the	average	levels	back	into	compliance	with	federal	standards.

More	importantly,	the	Water	Task	Force	has	been	directed	to	hear	your	concerns,	partner	with	professionals	in	our	
health	department	and	answer	the	questions	surrounding	the	elevated	THM	levels.
	
The	task	force	will	bring	that	information	to	the	final	arbiter	in	the	process	-	the	EPA.	We	will	find	ways	to	make	sure	
that	in	Rockland	we	have	100	percent	confidence	in	the	water	our	families	drink.
	
I	expect	that	the	Water	Task	Force,	in	conjunction	with	the	county	health	department,	will	drill	down	on	the	critical	
issues,	ask	the	hard	questions	and	insist	on	answers.
	
Know	that	we	your	County	Executive	I will accept no less when it comes to protecting our most precious resource.

	
Ed	Day
County	Executive

++	You	are	encouraged	to	forward	this	information	to	friends	and	share	via	social	media.	Thank	you!
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